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TMCC Foundation & Grants Staft

Gretchen Sawyer, Executive Director

Samantha Bellwood, Scholarship Manager
Sarah Ann Ness, Student Worker

Stephanie Sellers, Associate Director of Development
Megan Short, Grants Manager

Krystyna Sokowski, Executive Assistant

TMCC Foundation Board Members

The TMCC Foundation Board Members serve as ambassadors
to the community and assist with building relationships and
partnerships with individuals, businesses and organizations.

Yanus Nelson, Chair
Matt Thornton, Vice Chair
Ryan Costella, Treasurer
Dr. Mindy Lokshin, Immediate Past Chair
Fred Altmann

Gigi Chisel

Danny delLaveaga
Jeff Frame

Katy Simon Holland
Cheryl Lewis

Dan Lofrese

Zeina Randall
Sandeep Randhawa

Our Mission

The mission of the Truckee Meadows Community College Foundation
and Grants Office is to provide strategic support for TMCC by cultivating
and developing relationships, and raising funds for scholarships,
programs, capital improvements and the College community.

We secure funds for:

Scholarships Capital Improvements

Programs Student Emergency Funds

Instructional Equipment Critical Needs

DONOR SUPPORT AND GRANT FUNDING HELPS US PROVIDE A WIDE RANGE
OF SUPPORT FOR PROGRAMS AND STUDENTS AT ALL FOUR TMCC LOCATIONS

Dandini Campus
William N. Pennington Applied Technology Center
William N. Pennington Health Science Center

Meadowood Center



Scholarships Empower

DREAMS

The TMCC Foundation Scholarship Program is
an important source of financial support for
TMCC students. Thanks to the generosity of
our community, since 1990, the Foundation
has awarded nearly $12 million to deserving
students. Scholarships are awarded to
students who demonstrate scholastic merit
and financial need.

SCHOLARSHIP SNAPSHOT

Academic Year ~ Amount Awarded  Scholarships Awarded  Average Award
2023-24 $1,178,860 1,033 $1,142
2022-23  $1,038,497 819 $1,268

L-R President Karin Hilgersom, TMCC student and scholarship recipient Heather Morton,
and TMCC Foundation and Grants Executive Director Gretchen Sawyer

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT HIGHLIGHT

Welding Student
Forges Bright Future

TMCC scholarship recipient, Heather Morton,
is a single mother of three. Although a series of
setbacks slowed her dreams of becoming a
welder, she discovered a better future through
TMCC. Heather served as the keynote presenter at
the 12th Annual Legacy Scholarship Reception,
sharing her inspiring comeback journey.

Heather eventually found her way into the TMCC
Welding Program and plans to pursue a bachelor’s
degree. Ultimately, she desires to return to TMCC
one day as a welding instructor. “l want to be the
voice in the back of your heads that says, ‘Yes, you
can!’ That you matter, and you got this. Regardless
of what you’ve been through.”

FOUNDATION & GRANTS

Alumna of the Year Award

TMCC was proud to name Edith Duarte as the 2024 Alumna of the Year during
Commencement on May 10. After graduating from TMCC, Edith earned a degree in
International Affairs from the University of Nevada, Reno, and founded Horne Duarte
Government and Public Affairs. She also received her Master’s Degree in Public
Administration from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. She currently serves in a
public affairs consulting role embracing diverse representation in the legislative
process. Since 1998, TMCC has recognized and honored outstanding alumni at
Commencement. From diverse industries such as government, healthcare, education
and even entertainment, TMCC’s past Alumni of the Year recipients continue to
positively impact their communities, reflecting the value of a TMCC education.
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Thanks to the generosity of community members and TMCC employees, more than
$12,000 was raised for the Student Emergency Resource Fund and the Wizard’s
Warehouse Food Pantry. The Wizard's Warehouse Food Pantry served 2,500 students
during the 2023-24 academic year. The Student Emergency Resource Fund provides
up to $1,000 to students in desperate need of assistance with rent, utilities,
transportation, groceries and other financial issues that could prevent them from
graduating. The TMCC Foundation and Student Services collaborate to ensure
students facing dire need receive the help needed to finish their education. We were
proud that the Rotary Club of Sparks provided a $1,000 matching grant for Giving
Tuesday that helped us to reach our goal!



FOUNDATION & GRANTS

Arkaitz Aldecoaotalora

Dr. Jeffrey Alexander
YeVonne Allen

Cal Anderson

Erika Bein

Samantha Bellwood
Dan Bouweraerts
Anonymous

Dr. Laura Briggs
Ledena Brooke

Elena Bubnova

Eric Bullis

Karen Cannan

Dr. Thomas Cardoza
Kyle Cassinelli

Dr. Amy Cavanaugh
Yuli Chavez Camarena
Gwendolyn Clancy
Donna Clifford

Tara Connolly

Dr. Jody Covert
Patricia Cullinan
Brandie Davis

Dr. Paul Davis

Gracie De La Torre
Jeremy Deadmond
Dr. Melissa Deadmond
Nancy Dibble

Jackie Draper

Susan Elbe

Dr. Julie Elisworth Baker

Dr. Anne Flesher
Nora Frisch

Sarah Gill

Stuart Golder

Dr. Meeghan Gray

Robin Griffin
Tommie Guy

Dr. Julia Hammett
Dr. Kim Harrell

Dr. Val Haskin
Geoff Hawkins

Tara Hawkins

Dr. Karin Hilgersom
Andy Hughes

John Hughes
Elizabeth Humphrey
Timothy Il

Dr. Maria Sandra Jimenez
Cheryl Jones

Will Jones

Crista Jorgensen
Thomas Kearns
Kate Kirkpatrick
Dr. Kathleen Kolbet
Dr. Megan Lahti
Jonathan Lam
Matthew Leathen
Estela Levario-Gutierrez
Mikey Lockrem
Scottie Lockrem
Fred Lokken

Eric Lopez

Susan Lundahl
Christianne Marra
Ron Marston
Sandra Martinez
Alex Mathiesen
Shari Mathiesen
Tina May

Molly Maynard

Lori McDonald

1971 Society Members

THE 1971 SOCIETY IS A SPECIAL ANNUAL GIVING CIRCLE
UNITED IN THE SUPPORT OF TMCC STUDENTS.

PILLARS

Fred and Jill Altmann
Dr. Karin Hilgersom

Katy Simon Holland and Michael Holland
George and Lynda Simmons

Chuck and Pat Slavin

BUILDERS

Drs. Jeffrey Alexander and Carolyne Albert

Jeff Frame
Kreg Mebust
Paula Ringkob

FOUNDERS

Robert and Gigi Chisel
Christiansen Accounting Network
Ryan Costella

Collie and Charles Hutter

Dan and Camellia Lofrese

Drs. Mindy and Boris Lokshin
Kevin and Ann Marie Melcher
Yanus and Seanna Nelson
Gretchen and Tom Sawyer

Jim Webster

FRAMERS

Ro Lazzarone

Jesse and Pamela Murray
Stephanie Sellers

Matthew and Amanda Thornton

Nicole McDowell
Linda McGillicuddy
Karen McKenna
Kreg Mebust

Keri Meranda

Olga Mesina
Jeffrey Metcalf
Dave Misner

Jaime Muhle

Julie Muhle

Dr. Michele Noreen
Marcus Ollom
Melissa Olsen

Neil Oscarson
Jennifer Pierce

Lee Raubolt

Dr. John Reid

Lora Robb

Silvia Rodriguez-Cochran
Dr. Micaela Rubalcava
Dr. Natalie Russell
Karen Saldana
Patti Sanford
Joseph Sanpietro
Gretchen Sawyer
Nicole Scollard
Helen Scott
Stephanie Sellers
Megan Short
Krystyna Sokowski
Rick Sorensen
Adine Stormoen
Kim Studebaker
Sidney Sullivan
Brad Summerhill
Leone Thierman

Megan Van

Dante Vargas
Candice Vialpando
Annalisa Walker
Chris Westin
Conrad Wong
Jennifer Zarco

Gift IN KIND Donations

Atlantis Casino Resort Spa
Boomtown Casino Hotel
Charley Brokaw

Diamler Truck North America
Digiprint

Christian Doyle

Glenda Price TTEE Freeman & Norman
Morgan Trust

Grand Sierra Resort
Greater Nevada Credit Union
Richard Jackson

Cheryl Jones

William Mehm

Oak Harbor Freight Lines
Penelope A. Pemberton
Peppermill Hotel & Casino
Nolan Preece

Quick Space

Kathy Sievers

Silver and Blue Outfitters
Tim Sloane

Jill Taddeo

Velocity Vehicle Group
Yogurt Beach

Inaugural Kickstart Tailgate
Fundraiser Reaches the Goal

In September, Mighty Lizard student-athletes gathered with fans and
donors prior to an exciting game against Silver State rivals, College of
Southern Nevada (CSN) Coyotes. The tailgate supported TMCC Men’s and
Women’s Soccer by raising funds for scholarships. RVs and cars lined the
East Lot where grills were sizzling with hot dogs and breakfast burritos.
A DJ provided the morning’s entertainment as more than $8,000 was
raised at this inaugural fundraiser. Fans joined their Mighty Lizards on a
procession to the field, where both teams were victorious against their

rival, CSN.



FOUNDATION & GRANTS

$250,000+

The Bretzlaff Foundation
William N. Pennington Foundation
Windsong Trust

$75,000 to $249,999

Dr. Barry Frank

Herb and Maxine Jacobs Foundation
Ron Turek and Ann Carlson

Walter S. Johnson Foundation

$25,000 to $74,999

Anonymous

Assistance League of Reno/Sparks
Dr. Paul Davis

Marilyn P. Johnson

Malkmus Foundation Inc.

NV Energy Foundation

Reno Rotary Foundation

Roxie & Azad Joseph Foundation
Russell Mace Foundation

The Doyle Foundation

The Nell J. Redfield Foundation

The Whittier Trust Company of Nevada,
Inc.

$10,000 t0 $24,999

ABC Charitable Fund

Bank of America Charitable Fund
Charles River Laboratories
Courageous Corazon Foundation
Google LLC

Helen Close Charitable Foundation
Lee F. Del Grande Foundation
Lewis Management Corp

Robert E. Lewis

Michael B. Neville

Sala Family Dentistry

George and Lynda Simmons
Katy Simon and Michael Holland
Susanne and Gloria Young Foundation
George Tackett

TC Energy

The Bar J.B. Trust

Twentieth Century Club

U.S. Bank Foundation

Madeline Wilson

King and Linda Won

AIA Northern Nevada
Altmann Builders

Ashley and Andrew Lebowitz Family
Foundation

CORE Construction

Robert and Patricia Hackney
Pamela McDonough

Susan Novell

Peppermill Hotel & Casino

Plumas Bank

Silver State International/Peterbuilt
Pat and Chuck Slavin

Washoe County

Washoe County Volunteer Firefighters
Association

Fred and Jill Altmann
Anonymous (3)

Arcbest

AT&T Nevada

Bender Warehouse Company
Brenes Family Investments LP
Brycon

Gigi and Robert Chisel

City of Reno

Ryan Costella

CREW of Northern Nevada

Daimler Truck

Eric Denton

Dermody Properties Foundation
Dr. Elizabeth Andal Foundation
John T. Drakulich and Andy Hoen
Larry and Kathy Dufek

Dr. Betty Elliott

Frame Architecture, Inc

Janet Frandsen

Harold Fudge

Galena Volunteer Firemen, Inc.
Greater Nevada Credit Union
Wendy Gregory and Scott Dolder
Cary Groth

Myron Hallauer

Mary V. Heine

International Game Technology
ITS Logistics, LLC

Dan and Camellia Lofrese

Drs. Mindy and Boris Lokshin
Richard Mathews

Meadowood Mall LLC

Kevin and Ann Marie Melcher
Jesse and Pamela Murray

Yanus and Seanna Nelson
Nevada Builders Foundation
Nevada CPA Foundation

Nevada Department of Veteran Services
Nevada Humanities, Inc.

New American Funding

Novo Logisitics

Kurt Patterson

Roberta Pearce

Persing Professional Group, LLC
Peterbilt Truck Parts & Equipment
Michael and Frances Rainey
Reno Corvette Club

Reno Host Lions Club, Inc.
Renown Health Foundation
Paula Ringkob

Rotary Club of Sparks
S.E.E.4VETS

Michael and Kathi Sauers
Christina Scally

Dr. Maria and Mr. Ron Sheehan
Sierra Nevada Corporation
Philip and Becky Souza

Tech-Payments Northwest Auto Care
Alliance Reno Chapter

The Abbi Agency

Washoe County Bar Association
Foundation

Dr. Dean & Debra D. Webber

Mr. James G. Webster, llI
Western Nevada Supply Company

Jan and Norm Ziomek

$500 to $999

Thomas L. Bottom

John and Barbara Chism

Susan Holly Gallup

Warren and Eveline Hejny

KAP Construction

Ro Lazzarone

Miguel Martinez

Dr. Patricia Miltenberger and Mr. Robert
Edgington

Shanel Pistorius

Jordan Roberts

May Sagawa Shelton

Jeffrey Shaffer

Jeannette and Matthew Smith

Matthew R. Thornton

Lowell and Janice Vivian

Washoe County School District

Derek Wilcox

Elizabeth Wilson

$250 to $499

Anonymous

Aris Mitchell Accounting
Jonathan Ashbaugh

Anne Carbajal

Donald and Shine Folgner
Edward D. Horan

James Jeisel

Cynthia Kendall

Kathryn Landreth

Dr. Diane Nicolet

The Sherwin-Williams Company - Reno
DSC

Barbara Wallander
Christina and Cy Wilsey

$249 and Below

Cynthia Albright
Kurt Althof

Heidi Anauisca
Anonymous (8)
Bryan Avila

Dawn Ayarbe

Linda Azar
Rosalind M. Bedell
Jeannine Bell

Brian Benedict
Kristie Boatner
Shari Borden

Cathy Brewster
Joyce Bridgeman
Thomas Buchko
Justin Burke
Destanee Cachucha
Christy Carter
Betty Cervantes
Dianne Cheseldine
Judy Chilcott Robertson
Billy Codman

Eileen Cohen
Colonial Dames of the 17th Century
Columba Industries Corporation
Debbie Compton
Skyler Cruz

Susan Dameron
Rebecca Davidson
Barbara Dayes
Design on Edge
Nancy Dibble

Tracy Dorman
Lianne Eberle

Lily Egan

Marcy Felch

Paul D. Fenkell
Antony Filochowski
Amy Fleming

Mary Fox

Diane Franzen
Nora Frisch

Cooper Fuchs
Colin Fuller

Mowry G. Kent
Robert Gabrielli
Guillermo Garcia
Paul Gonzales
Sandra Gordon
Matt Greenlees
Mary Tabor Griswold
James and Joyce Grotta
Michelle Hamilton
Susan Hansen
Daryl Hataway
Crystal Hawkins
Orlena Hawkins
SuelLyn Hawkins
HERDI West

Kate Hernandez

Valerie Hershfield
Bob Hilberg
Melissa Hillsamer
John Hoffman

Katherine and John Hoffman

Connie Honea

Jake Honea

Taylor Honea

Clinton Howard
Kimberly Howell
Kevin M. Hurd

Dr. Beth Hutson

Key & Code

Jared Kupcak

Jessi LeMay

Bruce Lensch

Kari Lewis

Lyndsay Lewis
Melissa Lindell

Leslie Lopez

Ely Marin

Karin McCollum
Georgianne McConnell
Nancy McCormick
Patrick McFarland
Carlos and Andrea Mejia
Martine Milton
Jaime Montero Lopez
Lauren Moore

Mary Moores

Juan Moralez

Carlos Munoz
Erikson Nystrom
Katie O'Brien

Neil Oscarson

Julie and Werner Ott
Karen Ozbek

Emily Pearce

David K. Pierce
Genesis Pierre
Janice Plummer
Norma Jean Pontrelli
Robin Puthnam
Kelley Radow

Jaime Ramey

Zeina Randall

Grant Reynolds
Leslie Righetti

Jacob Rivera

Susan and Roger Rochat
Quirino Rubio Velarde
Dr. Dana Ryan
Jennifer F. Salisbury
Cynthia Santilena
Mia Sappenfield
Shannon Sappenfield
Limore Sass
Stephanie Sherwood
Sarah Smiles

Sarah Sneed

Jesus Soto

David Steinkamp
Michelle Suria
Orlena Tampira
Meredith Tanzer
Randi Thompson
Tom Tooke

Juana Torres

Dr. Denise Trease
Allison Tullis

Various Donors
Jaquelyn Vivar Payes
Joey Walcomb

Lois Welch

Austin Willis

Scott B. Witt

Robin Womack
Richard Younce



Y24 Grant Highlig

The Grants Team writes and

submits proposals for external
funding from private, federal and
state sources. In FY 2024, the Grants
Team submitted 38 grant proposals

for federal, state, local government
and private/non-profit awards and

received 39 awards, totaling
$12,140,812.
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Once TMCC receives notification of
a grant award, the Grants Team
serves as the central coordination
point and ensures compliance with
federal, state and institutional
requirements, and policies.

Following are a few exciting
grant-funded projects currently
going on at TMCC:

B> TMCC received over $2.6 million in grant
funding from the Nevada Governor’s
Office of Economic Development's WINN
fund aimed at enhancing and expanding
TMCC's Automotive, Logistics, Data
Science, Advanced Manufacturing,
Machining, Diesel, and Welding programs.
These awards are intended to upgrade
and purchase new equipment, develop
curriculum enhancements that will better
prepare students for the evolving
demands of these industries and enhance
marketing and outreach.

B> The National Science Foundation (NSF)
awarded TMCC a five-year grant to
enhance engineering education. This
grant supports a collaboration with the
University of Nevada, Reno, Western
Nevada College, and Great Basin College
to improve transfer processes for
engineering students, and ultimately

prepare students for successful careers in CORPORATE PARTNERS Charles River Laboratories

the engineering field. This marks TMCC's CORE Construction

rst leadership role for an NSF grant. Thank you to the following visionary collaborators Lewis Management Corp.
> TMCC was awarded a $1.9 million US that invest $5,000 or more to support TMCC's role in NV Energ.y

Department of Labor Building Pathways the community and economy. These companies help Pepper.mlll

to Infrastructure Jobs Grant. The to promote and guide the education of a talented Peterbilt/55

purpose is to create and sustain new -nd diverse workforce. Plumas Bank

apprenticeship programs to strengthen TC Energy

the region’s workforce and meet the U.S. Bank

. TMCCis an EEO/AA (equal employment opportunity/ affirmative action) institution and does not discriminate on Tesla MOtorS
needs Of the bUfg@()nlng advanCEd the basis of sex, age, race, color, religion, physical or mental disability, creed, national origin, veteran status, sexual

manufacturing sector. orientation, genetic information, gender identity, or gender expression in the programs or activities which it operates. VQIOCity TrUCking





